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PRESS RELEASE ‘FROM STICKS TO STONE’ ART EXHIBITION

Following their successful and highly acclaimed exhibition in London earlier this year entitled 
‘From Sticks to Stone’, RAIR and its Mayfair cast returns to home turf in late October with an 
exhibition at The Slade Centre in Gillingham. The exhibition of contemporary works by Dorset-based 
artists opens on Saturday, 27th October and continues until Saturday, 10th November.

RAIR (Rural Artists in Residence) is a national organisation based in Shaftesbury, Dorset, committed 
to raising and enhancing the profile of professional artists from rural areas using both traditional and 
non-traditional avenues of promotion and sales. 

Exhibition organisers including independent curator Anne Hitchcock, have selected work which 
demonstrates a wide range of approaches in various media, from painting to photography and 
ceramics. With such a diverse selection of works on view, visitors are asked to reconsider the 
stereotypical view of rural art and its practitioners. The exhibition encourages a questioning of the 
nature of the influence which the rural environment has on artists and the works they create, and 
calls for reflections on the intrinsic value that rural artists offer the landscape of contemporary British 
Art as a consequence.

 “Visiting Shepherd Market in London’s Mayfair was made very special when I recently en 
 joyed the private view of RAIR’s first London exhibition of some very talented Dorset artists.  
 There is no doubt about the integrity of this organisation which devotes time to promoting  
 established and emerging artists..... I was most impressed with the quality of work they were  
 showing.”  Neil Lawson Baker (Chairman of the National Open Art Compeition and Chairman  
 of the Chichester Arts Trust).

All work in the exhibition will be for sale, and included are major pieces by Chris Edwick, Ursula 
Leach, David Marl, Graham Nolan, Phyllis Wolff and Rob Woolner, with additional contributions from 
artists across the region. Further details may be found on the website http://rair.org.uk or by email 
mail@rair.org.uk

The exhibition is supported by new restaurant, The Shed, in South Street, Gillingham.

NOTES FOR EDITORS OVERLEAF



Background information for editors:

The exhibition will be held at The Slade Centre, The Square, Gillingham, SP8 4 AY www.sladecentre.com. 
It will run from Saturday, 27th October to Saturday, 10th November and will be open from Tuesday to 
Saturday, 11.00am to 6.00pm.

RAIR is a joint venture between Anne Hitchcock, independent curator and owner of The Slade Centre in 
Gillingham, and Shaftesbury-based company PictureCentric Ltd. RAIR’s first exhibition, ‘From Sticks to 
Stone’ was held at 54, The Gallery, Shepherd Market, London, earlier this year during the London 2012 
Olympics.

The private view for the new exhibition will take place on Friday, 26th October from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 
The event is sponsored by The Shed, a new restaurant scheduled to open in Gillingham in December 
2012. 

Anne Hitchcock info@sladecentre.com  07775431652
Glen Innes  glen@rair.org.uk   01747 228257
Beth Walker  beth@rair.org.uk   01747 228257
The Shed  ed@whatidobest.co.uk

A photograph of the exhibition in London is attached:

54 The Gallery Jul12  ‘From Sticks to Stone’ at 54, The Gallery, Shepherd Market, London.
From left to right are paintings by Phyllis Wolff, Rob Woolner, Chris Edwick, David Marl. Pots are by Jona-
than Garratt and Graham Nolan. Seen through the doorway are paintings by Wendy Gregory, Richard 
Hoare, James Meikeljohn, Nicholas Hely Hutchinson and Annie Taylor.
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Further images are available on request. Please contact Beth Walker or Anne Hitchcock.


